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Dec. 20th, 2009- A new report has stunned and embarrassed 
imperialism and Indian compradors: forests are growing in 
tribal areas controlled by Naxalites, India’s Maoist-inspired 
revolutionaries. Some of the districts in which the Naxalites are 
based, Orissa, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh, have seen 
remarkable greening, leading 
to a marginal net gain of 
forests throughout India. 
Though it has received little 
media attention, the news 
came shortly before world 
leaders met in Copenhagen, 
purportedly to discuss curbing 
global climate change.
 Naxalites claim they 
are fighting for the economic 
and social rights of India’s 
poorest. Their social base is 
the country’s peasants, forest-
dwelling peoples and, to a 
lesser extend, the urban poor 
and sections of the intelligentsia. The Naxalite movement began 
as a peasant insurrection in 1967 against the ruling 
‘Communist’ Party of India in West Bengal. It was led by leftist 
opposition within the Party, influenced by Maoism, then at its 
revolutionary height during the Great Proletarian Cultural 

Revolution. Today, Naxalites operate in over one-third of India 
and are organized into a number of groups. They claim to be 
carrying out a people’s war: leading guerrilla offensives against 
government forces, building independent bases of power and 
providing greatly-needed social reforms in areas under their 

control. Naxal base areas are 
said to be rich in iron, coal, 
bauxite, gold, uranium, 
magnesium and diamonds. 
Mining Companies are 
reluctant to enter these areas 
and it has been reported the 
investors have been scared 
away in areas where the Naxal 
presence has increased.
 The Indian Prime Minister, 
Manmohan Singh, has called 
Naxalism the country’s greatest 
internal security threat. In 
September of 2009, the Indian 
state launched Operation Green 

Hunt, a two-year military offensive against the Naxalite 
movement involving over 100,000 troops. Since 2005, the 
Indian state has funded anti-Naxal militias. The Indian media 
has also launched a public relations offensive against the 
revolutionaries. The Naxals are often called [cont page 3] 

IN INDIA, FORESTS GROW WITH NAXALITE PEOPLE’S WAR

RAIM-SEATTLE ON WTO 10-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Dec. 21st, 2009- The imperialist media 
hype around the recent slayings of police 
(the enforcers of empire) in the Seattle 
and Lakewood, and the predictable show 
of support for the kkkops by the general 
cracker population, overlaps the ten year 
anniversary of the “Battle of Seattle”.  
RAIM-Seattle doesn’t believe in 
conspiracy theories per se, but the 
coincidental timing of all this shit is not 
lost on us in the least.  If these recent 
events did not take place, the imperialist 
media would have been more than likely 
(just for a “story”) to do a piece noting the 
1999 WTO rebellion.   The resulting 
reports would have reminded these kop 
loving crackers how pig repression 
extended itself into the white 
communities from its usual mandate in 

occupying oppressed nation communities.  
This would have exposed the imperialist 
hypocrisy around “free speech” with 
former mayor Paul Schell’s “Free Speech 
Zones” and the resulting swine assault 
upon any expression outside of those 
zones.  In turn, this would have 
demoralized the white oppressor nation’s 
faith in the Amerikkkan system, and we at 
RAIM-Seattle think this is a good thing.  
Instead, because of recent events and its 
coverage by the media, you have a more 
united white oppressor nation against 
“those people”.  That is, those people of 
the internal oppressed nations.  People 
hungry for justice should consider their 
moves carefully and with a sense of 
overall strategy.  It is plainly and 
tragically obvious that individuals just 

shooting pigs within the u$ (as deserving 
of the death penalty as they might be as 
enforcers of the system) outside of a 
legally solid (presumably) self-defense 
context, doesn’t lead to liberation.  In 
fact, it leads to more [cont page 4] 
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We want to smash this world and 
build a new one. Today, the median 
global wage stands around $2.50 an 
hour. Over 1 billion people face chronic 
hunger and a child dies every five 
seconds of starvation. This same 
situation is killing the planet at an 
unprecedented rate. Meanwhile, a 
global minority lives in comfort, 
unconcerned with their effect on the 
world. We aim to change this.

We understand there is a causal 
relationship between wealth on one 
hand and poverty on the other. On a 
global level, the First World is rich 
because it exploits the impoverished 
majority, the Third World. This global 
divide, called imperialism, is the 
principal feature of the world today.

We side with the Third World masses 
and support their struggles for 
liberation. Exploiters are not going to 
hand over freedom to those they 
exploit. Only through struggle can the 
oppressed free themselves. We support 
the right of resistance- and revolution- 
for oppressed peoples against their 
oppressors. We support unity of the 
Third World masses against 
imperialism.

We reject First Worldism: politics 
which panders to or assumes that 
First Worlders are a social base for 
revolution. The “masses” of the First 
World are a global minority: a petty-
exploiter class which regularly supports 
the imperialist system from which it 
benefits.  Global revolution demands a 
just and egalitarian distribution of the 
world’s resources and wealth. Thus, 
over the course of global revolution, 
First Worlders will receive less, not 
more.

We are John Browns, staunch First 
World allies of the Third World. We 
are few and far between and behind 
enemy lines; there is little direct effect 
we can have. We consider our 
circumstances and focus on areas where 
we can effectively contribute to the 
revolutionary struggle.

We openly represent revolutionary 
anti-imperialism and work to build 
public opinion for Third World 
liberation struggles. We interject 
revolutionary, anti-imperialist politics 
into political arenas such as speaking 
events and protests; contribute to 
publishing and distributing 
revolutionary literature such as the 
RAIM Global Digest; and conduct 

group education through study 
collectives, practical tasks and informal 
discussion. We seek out and educate 
those who can be won over to consistent 
anti-imperialist politics.

We encourage direct participation 
and involvement, promote personal 
development and push people to 
become more valuable to the larger, 
global revolutionary movement. In 
part, RAIM is a ‘university of 
revolution.’ Through direct 
involvement with RAIM, we encourage 
people to become more proficient both 
politically and technically. Part of 
RAIM’s purpose is to make individuals 
more of an asset to the Third World 
majority.

We encourage Third World-oriented, 
revolutionary political work. Though 
RAIM fills a roll by providing a public 
presence for and entry-level work into 
revolutionary politics, it is not the end-
all-be-all of revolutionary political 
work. We encourage and support 
revolutionary, Third World-oriented 
politics being applied as part of 
different types of projects and efforts.

Adopted by RAIM-Denver and RAIM-
Seattle, November 23rd, 2009
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(RAIM-Denver) RAIM often talks about Amerikan and First 
World workers as net-exploiters.
 In order to discuss this further, we must first define 
exploitation. For our purposes, exploitation can be roughly 
defined as earning through work less than the full product of 
that work. For instance, a person might work for a day, make 10 
widgets; yet only earn in wages enough to purchase six widgets. 
This would be exploitation.
 The modern economy is arranged globally. A minority 
of First World countries exploit at gunpoint the Third World. 
Subsets of workers with vastly different functions, wage-levels 
and standards of living exist. Only in such a situation could a 
worker be a net-exploiter.
 Hypothetically speaking, in today’s capitalist-
imperialist economy, we might see a situation where two 
different workers each create 10 widgets, or 20 total. The first 
worker, from the First World, might earn enough wages to 
purchase 11 widgets whereas the latter worker, from the Third 
World, only one. Through the extreme exploitation of the Third 
World worker, the First World worker receives wages over and 
above what they actually created. In this situation, the First 
World worker gets a small ‘cut,’ the equivalent of one widget, 
from the 9 widgets produced by the Third World worker yet not 
included in the latter’s wages. In other words, the First World 
worker is a net-exploiter.

 First World workers are net-exploiters: a class which 
through its relation to the capitalist-imperialist system lives in 
great part upon the exploitation of the Third World.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2010/01/11/net-exploitation-by-
the-numbers-hypothetically/]

NET-EXPLOITATION BY THE NUMBERS (HYPOTHETICALLY)

criminals and murderers. Rather than fighting for social 
welfare, the Indian state claims the Naxals seek political power.
 For their part, the Naxals openly state they desire 
political power, saying they cannot reasonably implement 
necessary social changes without it. They say they have been 
pushed to this position from decades of exploitation and state 
violence and claim their own violence is defensive, aimed at 
compradors, government forces and other enemies of the 
people. It is estimated that 42 percent of Indians currently live 
under the international poverty line of $1.25/day (PPP).
 Imperialism has nothing to offer but its own wretched 
self-preservation. The comprador Indian state has been 
adamant. India’s poor will suffer deepened and widened 
exploitation, continued division and sale of communal lands, 
the building of more ‘Special Economic Zones’ and the 

militarism necessary to enforce these measures. At the same 
time, in Copenhagen, imperialists haggle over who’s going to 
profit from the devastating climate change they acknowledge 
they’re creating.
 Imperialism breeds resistance. The Indian Naxalites 
are fighting for a system which operates around the needs of 
people, not capital accumulation. It should be of no surprise that 
areas under their influence have seen growth in forest 
coverings. Revolutionary struggle and social change, as the 
Naxalites are attempting carrying out in swaths of India, are the 
only real solutions to global climate change.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/12/20/in-indian-forests-
grow-with-naxalite-peoples-war/]
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repression, more kkkops, more prisons, 
and more of Amerikkka in general.  
Likewise, praising or defending kkkop 
assassinations promotes that type of 
strategy-less focoism instead of 
promoting solidarity with active and 
organized resistance to imperialism in the 
Third World.
 With that out of the way, RAIM-
S is going to do what the Amerikan 
imperialist media conveniently wasn’t 
going to do:  Revisit the 1999 WTO 
rebellion!

Brief history of the WTO up to 1999
 The WTO was originally 
founded in 1947 as the General 
Agreements on Tariffs and Trade, or 
GATT.  GATT, in turn, had its origins in 
the 1944 Bretton Woods conference as 
the proposed but never implemented 
“International Trade Organization” 
(ITO).  The GATT, along with other 
Bretton Woods creations like the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and 
the World Bank, essentially made the 
rules of global capitalism (on 
international trade, “development” loan 
packages, property rights, some interest 
rates, currency exchange rates, etc.) for 
the post-WW2 period.   Alongside the 
Marshall Plan, the resulting agreements 
helped forge a “new imperialism” of a 
parasitically united First World, headed 
by the united $tates, to jointly exploit the 
Third World.  This was the true origin of 
a “New World Order” of imperialism, as 
opposed to the kind of inter-imperialist 
wars for colonial spheres of dominance 
that characterized the first half of the 20th 
century.  The Soviet bloc (referred by 
some as the historical “Second World”) 
and the so-called “Cold War” was both 
the top exception and the chief 
impediment to the blooming of this united 
imperialist corpse flower.
 These international institutions 
of free trade were only so in name, as the 
united $nakes and the rest of the First 
World would always insist upon special 
exceptions (like agricultural subsidies for 
cracker-settler Amerikkkan farmers) to 
prop up their privileged status as 
“developed” nations.  Resistance to 
imperialism by the peoples of Asia, 
Africa, and Latin America from the early 

1950’s to the late 60’s was a key factor in 
smashing the old Bretton Woods system 
(the u$ dollar fixed to a gold standard as 
the global reserve currency).  The 
imperialists had their revenge by 
replacing the original Bretton Woods 
with a floating exchange rate system.  The 
consequences of this lead to further 
disruption of some of the only means of 
Third World nations to generate national 
capital; their own natural resources and 
agriculture. (1)
 This predatory battering of the 
Third World by these First World 
expanded with the fall of the rival Soviet 
bloc in 1991.  This event was infamously 
marked by George Bu$h Sr.’s 
announcement to the u$ congreSS of this 
New World Order finally coming into 
fruition; right on the eve of the 
“multilateral” imperialist attack on Iraq in 
1990. (2)  With the all potential 
challenges to this New World Order 
(really the New Amerikkkan Order) 
neutralized, from the Soviet Union to 
Saddam Hussein, the First World kicked 
up its exploitation yet another notch 
during the Uruguay Round of GATT in 
1994. (3) These  deck-stacking measures 
moved beyond “business as usual” for the 
imperialists with regard to tariffs and 
price controls, and into uncharted 
economic territory involving agricultural 
products, intellectual property, services, 
etc.  This renewed global economic 
framework culminated in the founding of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) in 
1995.  Naturally, the agenda of the 
world’s exploited majority and all those 
who resist imperialism was shutting down 
the gathering of imperialists at the WTO.  
All this came to a head at the Seattle 
conference on November 30, 1999.

The “Battle of Seattle” (of 1999, not 
1856!) (4)

 RAIM-S won’t bother 
recounting all the various events around 
the WTO shutdown.  Both the righteous 
direct actions of the anarchist John 
Browns and the pig mobs running wild 
from mayor Paul $chell’s “State of 
Emergency” in response has been 
covered countless times in the 
independent media (5), and mostly 
mischaracterized and scandalized in the 

corporate media.  A Hollywood feature 
film was even made.  A recounting of the 
minutia of details around the protest is not 
our purpose here.  Ours is an account of  
where the margins of class struggle are in 
this movement for justice against the 
globalized machinations of imperialism.
 The direct actions were 
successful in shutting down the first day 
of the conference, preventing delegates 
from entering the convention center and 
cutting off pig supply lines.  The pig 
counterattack was a brutal and massive 
military operation  that utilized tear gas, 
rubber bullets, beatings, mass arrests, and 
an invasion and occupation of the 
nominally progressive Capitol Hill 
neighborhood.  The world attention of the 
WTO protests and the police repression 
helped to bring certain contradictions 
inside the following days of the WTO 
Seattle conference to a head, thus 
derailing the entire conference.  The story 
for most ends here, with the narrative of 
the germinating “brand new left” (local 
and/or globetrotting) to oppose various 
imperialist dominated gatherings as the 
future of “left wing” resistance.  Now 
RAIM-Seattle has to stink it up a little bit, 
for the sake of the truth, with the 
following remark from some Black 
Nation youth to some radical white youth 
as they pushing back against the pig 
assaults:
 “Hey, where were you when we 
were getting beat down by the police?”
 This brings up a larger issue to 
RAIM-S of the class outlook of the 
various groups involved in the protest.  Is 
there some kind of white Amerikkkan 
exceptionalism within the outlook of 
many on the so-called “left”?   Is this how 
many activists in the First World feel 
exempted from confronting the relative 
privilege of white “workers” and their 
parasitic i$$ues, even as they claim to 
support the issues of the internal 
oppressed nations and the Third World as 
a whole?  Did fantasies of u$ 
“revolutionary working class” lead to a 
white dominated politics?  Did this, in 
turn, keep away too many oppressed 
nation peoples from representing their 
nations at the WTO protests?  That’s not 
to say that oppressed nations and the 
Third World weren’t represented, but 
let’s take a hard look at the following 
account from Betita Martinez to examine 
where RAIM sees this problem (6).  

RAIM-S on WTO 10-Year Anniversary cont



Martinez quotes Jinee Kim of the Third 
Eye Movement:
 “I was at the jail where a lot of 
protesters were being held and a big 
crowd of people was chanting ‘This Is 
What Democracy Looks Like!’ At first it 
sounded kind of nice. But then I thought: 
is this really what democracy looks like? 
Nobody here looks like me.”
 This is not to say that individuals 
of white background, even as an 
organizational majority, cannot 
contribute to a net gain for global justice.  
That would put an incorrect subjectivist 
primary focus on who a person is versus 
what a person does on the one hand.  
Indeed, Martinez documents the solid 
discipline, knowledge, and organizational 
skills of many settler-descended activists, 
as well as its positive reception from the 
relative minority of oppressed nation 
activists.  However, “democracy” is 
something more than gathering to protest 
and for voter registration drives.  The 
struggle for democracy is 
overwhelmingly a torturous, long term 
armed struggle for national liberation in 
the Third World.  The white so-called 
“left” needs to be aware of its First 
Worldist subjectivism with regard to 
concepts like democracy.  RAIM-Seattle 
thinks that the best democracy that can 
exist is that of “one person, one vote” on 
a global scale.  Because of imperialism, 
the mechanism for this global democracy, 
in the full utilitarian sense, does not exist 
as of yet.  Since those of us in RAIM like 
to think of themselves as being consistent 
global democrats (small “d”; fuck the 
Demokkkratic parasite Party), we uphold 
the interest of the global majority in the 
Third World against the global minority 
in the First World.  This makes it possible 
for us to act in a way that respects the 
“general will” of the global majority the 
best way possible, lacking the practical 
ability to count 6 billion votes under 
imperialism.   Betita Martinez then shows 
RAIM the economic origins of this “left-
wing” self-deception on “democracy”:
 Unfortunately the heritage of 
distrust was intensified by some of the 
AFL-CIO leadership of labor on the 
November 30 march. They chose to take 
a different route through downtown 
rather than marching with others to the 
Convention Center and helping to block 
the WTO. Also, on the march to 
downtown they reportedly had a conflict 

with the Third World People’s Assembly 
contingent when they rudely told the 
people of color to move aside so they 
could be in the lead.
 This is the crux of the issue for 
RAIM.  In the midst of all this righteous 
militancy, where were the John Browns 
(traitors to the white oppressor nation) in 
the march to shut down Jimmy Hoffa Jr.’s 
parasite goons?  Who was there to defend 
the nominal Third World leadership 
against imperialism?  Perhaps it is 
because of a continuing fantasy among 
the “left” about some “natural” role for 
the Amerikkkan worker as some kind of 
leading “revolutionary” force for 
progressive change.  RAIM holds that the 
only societal change that Amerikkkan 
labor can bring is fascism.  Observe (7):
 “The Seattle summit will be a 
historic confrontation between civil 
society and corporate rule”, says Mike 
Dolan. He works for the American 
consumer watchdog group Public Citizen 
founded by Ralph Nader. Public Citizen 
is connected to the IFG and initiated the 
campaign against the MAI treaty. Dolan 
now acts as the great coordinator and 
spokesman of the counter movement in 
Seattle. Not everyone seems to be happy 
with him, but little can be done about his 
presence. He sits in the middle of the 
web, like a spider. On the one hand Dolan 
supports the American PGA caravan with 
several thousand dollars, on the other he 
speaks up for the extreme Right Pat 
Buchanan, now a candidate for the 
American presidency, representing the 
Reform Party. “Whatever else you say 
about Pat Buchanan, he will be the only 
candidate in the 2000 presidential 
sweepstakes who will passionately and 
unconditionally defend the legitimate 
expectations of working families in the 
global economy,” Dolan writes. Indeed, 
Buchanan supports American workers. 
As long as they are conservative and 
obedient and not unemployed, black, gay, 
female, lesbian or Jewish. He’s also not 
particularly fond of left-wing workers. 
Buchanan on Argentina: “With military 
and police and free lance operators, 
between 6.000 and 150.000 leftists 
disappeared. Brutal: yes; also successful. 
Today peace reigns in Argentina; security 
has been restored.”
 And this: Former Republican big 
shot Buchanan is known for his sharp 
attacks on international trade treaties like 

GATT, NAFTA, MAI and now the WTO. 
“Traditional antagonists as politically far 
apart as Ralph Nader and Pat Buchanan 
are finding some common ground on 
trade issues,” says IFG member Mark 
Ritchie. He is also director of the 
American Institute for Agriculture and 
Trade Policy, which supports small 
farmers. Reform Party spokesman in New 
Hampshire John Talbott agrees with 
Ritchie. “If you close your eyes, it is 
difficult to hear much of a difference 
between Ralph Nader on the left and Pat 
Buchanan on the right when they talk 
about the devastating effect of free 
international trade on the American 
worker and a desire to clean big money 
and special interests out of 
Washington.”According to Buchanan this 
big capital is mainly in the hands of “the 
Jews”. He presents himself as “the only 
leader in this country who is not afraid of 
fighting against the Jewish lobby”.  
Buchanan calls Hitler “an individual of 
great courage” and doubts whether the 
holocaust really was that big an event.  
But “Jewish capital” isn’t the most 
important reason why Buchanan wants to 
be a candidate for the presidency. No, in 
the first place he wants to end “illegal 
immigration”, that is, according to 
Buchanan, “helping fuel the cultural 
breakdown of our nation”. The populist 
Buchanan is probably the foremost 
representative of the extreme right in the 
US. His constituency consists of 
Christian fundamentalists, militia 
members and neo-Nazis. These millions 
of people might explain Dolan’s flirt with 
Buchanan. Together with his enthusiastic 
commentary Dolan sent around a 
newspaper article in which Buchanan 
openly says: “American workers and 
people first.” But Buchanan is not alone 
with that opinion. Also the big right-wing 
trade union AFL-CIO wants to make “the 
rights and interests of US workers a 
priority”.  The union also mobilises their 
rank and file for the demonstrations in 
Seattle.
 Make no mistake:  The fascist 
agenda of the Amerikkkan organized 
labor is not the “false consciousness” of 
Amerikkkan workers ideologically 
swindled by Patrick Buchana,n the AFL-
CIA (yes, that’s how we spell it) and 
other u$ labor leaders.  The 
protectionism, racism, and militarism of 
the Amerikkkan labor [cont page 7] 



(RAIM-Denver) Jan. 5th, 2009- In a string of midnight raids, 
IDF forces have arrested several leaders of ‘civil society’ 
resistance in the West Bank. On December 9th in Nablus, Israeli 
forces snatched Wael Fahiq and Ziad Asalaos, both associated 
with secularism, non-violent community organizing and 
international outreach against Zionism.
 Earlier in the year, Israel aided the Palestinian 
comprador party, Fatah, in wiping out Hamas and similar 
armed, Islamic resistance movements in the West Bank. This 
came after Hamas was elected as the majority party of the 
interim Palestinian government. Since 1947, the Israeli settler-
state has seized most of the land and stripped Palestinians of 
basic civil rights. Today, Israel continues settlement on 
Palestinian land. Despite the odds against them, Palestinians 
still resist.

 Revolutionaries support the struggles of Palestinians 
against imperialism and settler-occupation. This is not a liberal 
abstraction. Revolutionaries support those waging struggles and 
unity between various resisting forces. RAIM stands with 
Palestinians: we don’t see ourselves of having the luxury of a 
moral high ground. We support those on the ground, striking 
blows against the common enemy and building for greater 
resistance.
 Israel, in its provocation and repression all Palestinian 
resistance, is creating a situation which will further unite 
Palestinians and hasten its own demise. RAIM and all those 
who support revolution must also work toward this end.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2010/01/05/idf-arrests-peaceful-
resistance-organizers-in-west-bank/]

IDF ARRESTS PEACEFUL RESISTANCE ORGANIZERS IN WEST BANK

FUCK THE BORDER, SUPPORT MEXICAN NATIONAL LIBERATION
RAIM’S MAY DAY PROGRAM

 Amerika’s borders are militarily imposed. They were 
established as part of a genocidal expansion onto the North 
American continent. Amerika and its borders are illegitimate.
 Amerika’s borders are currently a means to imprison 
the masses of the ‘Global South’ in abject poverty. RAIM 
supports their free movement into the United States. Those who 
oppose the free movement of oppressed peoples into the U.S. 
are enemies of the oppressed.
 Mexicans are not “immigrants.” Amerika stole nearly 
half of Mexico. As is often the case, Mexican “immigrants” are 
returning to the “Southwest”: Occupied Mexico. There is 
nothing “alien” about Mexicans either. Mexicans have far more 
in common with the people of North and South America; they 
are far more representative of the world’s people. Amerikans 
are the real illegal aliens.

 RAIM supports the revolutionary struggles of 
oppressed people. While this struggle is primarily one of people 
directly overthrowing imperialist exploitation in the Third 
World, it is clear that this struggle must also strike at the heart 
of imperialism. This fact, Amerika’s history and other factors, 
all necessitate the dismantling of the United States as a 
sovereign entity.
 RAIM supports the creation of a Mexican state in the 
“Southwest” and its reunification with a revolutionized Mexico. 
As part of the complete overthrow of imperialism, RAIM 
supports dividing Amerika into different territories 
administered by oppressed peoples in alliance with the 
revolutionary Third World masses. Amerika has stolen much 
and its debt grows larger by the second. With the division and 
the ultimate destruction of Amerika, oppressed peoples around 
the world find common cause.

MOVIE REVIEW: AVATAR
(Monkey Smashes Heaven) Jan. 9th, 2010     Avatar (Cameron, 
2009) is part of a long tradition of “going native” movies. In this 
sense, Avatar has been correctly described as “Dances with 
Wolves in space.” Nonetheless, there is more to Avatar than 
this. Avatar is a cliche with a twist.
 A mining corporation and military from Earth have 
occupied the moon of Pandora in order to obtain the mineral 
“unobtainum.” Large deposits of the valuable mineral exist 
under a large, sacred tree that is inhabited by thousands of tall, 
blue-skinned natives, the Na’vi. The Na’vi resist the human 
attempts to plunder their world. The humans employ a “carrot 
and stick” strategy to convince the Na’vi to abandon their 
sacred tree. Because the human corporation does not want bad 
press, a science team is given a chance to deal with the natives 
in a more “diplomatic” way. The team is the “carrot” side of the 
strategy. The main protagonist Jake Sully (Sam Worthington) is 
a marine who is brought in as a replacement member of science 
team. In order to gain the trust of the Na’vi, to infiltrate their 
society, the team has created “avatars.” Avatars are native 

bodies that have been artificially produced in a lab. The science 
team uses the avatars, controlled from the lab, to interact with 
the natives to try to convince them to leave their tree peacefully. 
The science team is given a deadline move past the impasse 
with the Na’vi, otherwise the military will use its stick. Jake, 
using his avatar body, is able to infiltrate Na’vi society. Neytiri 
(Zoe Saldana), the daughter of the Na’vi chief, is assigned to 
show him the ways of their tribe. Jake learns the indigenous 
ways and is initiated into their society as a warrior.  Along the 
way, Jake falls in love with Neytiri.  Overtime, his loyalties   
change. Jake “goes native.” He unites the tribes and leads a 
successful war to drive the humans away.
 Director James Cameron himself has admitted that 
Avatar is an implicit criticism of the war against Iraq. However, 
the politics of Avatar is broader than this. Avatar is not an 
allegory of any one struggle. Rather, Avatar is  about any 
confrontation between imperialism and oppressed countries. 
The antagonists of the film are the capitalists and military men 
who seek to plunder Pandora. The two main (cont page 8) 



(RAIM-Denver) Jan. 20th, 2009- 
Recently, journalist Jacqueline Stevens 
uncovered a list of 186 previously-secret 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) sub-field offices. The list reveals 
the locations into which an unknown 
number of migrant workers and other 
non-citizens have been “disappeared.”
 According to Stevens, the 
hidden-plain-sight facilities, five of 
which are near Denver, Co, are often 
located in suburban office parks or 
commercial warehouses. The buildings 
carry no signs or flags to indicate a 
government operation. The facilities 
themselves were designs for processing 
and transporting detainees; they have no 
beds or showers. Nonetheless, Stevens 
states as many as 100 detainees are held 
at some facilities on any given day. 
Rather than being deported or sentenced 
for a crime, they are shuffled between 
facilities for periods of months, making it 
virtually impossible for individual 
detainees to be located by family or legal 

counsel. They are not told where they are 
going nor when they will be released.
 Such treatment is unusual even 
by US prison standards. However, it 
should be of no surprise those with the 
least power in US society, “illegals,” 
should be targeted with the most extreme 
and unusual forms of state oppression. 
The story for migrants in the US is ironic 
and sad. Often victims of imperialist-
sponsored state-terror and economic 
strangulation in Latin America, those few 
who have escaped past Amerika’s 
militarized borders find themselves 
criminalized and threatened by both 
vigilante groups (such as the Minutemen) 
and  extra normal, police-state measures. 
Many migrants are returning to land that 
was originally theirs, as the US/Mexican 
border was established by gun-point after 
the 1848 invasion and occupation of 
Mexico.
 ‘Working’-class Whites are often 
the biggest proponents of the modern 
police state. This is because they see it as 

attacking others within US society, 
oppressed nations, and not themselves. 
They have an economic incentive also: 
rural prisons and border policing provide 
well-paid pig-jobs that require little, if 
any, college education. All of this feeds 
into the fascistic, anti-migrant, anti-Third 
World sentiment expressed many Whites.
 Thus far, the Amerikan public 
has shown little outrage over ICE raids, 
secret, quasi-legal detentions or similar 
acts of state oppression directed towards 
migrants. Ultimately though, it matters 
little what Amerikans think of the system 
they’ve set up to oppress other people. 
Real justice will come when Amerika and 
Amerikans are judged by the masses of 
the Third World and their allies.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2010/01/20/
amerika-disappears-migrants-into-secret-
detention-facilities/]

AMERIKA “DISAPPEARS” MIGRANTS INTO SECRET DETENTION FACILITIES

aristocracy are, in reality, their true class consciousness.  The 
imperialist structure of the world set up by the Bretton Woods 
conference, with all its various phases, have made 90% of 
Amerikkkans among the world’s richest 15%!  (8,9)  Why in the 
hell would they want to change the very exploitative basis for 
that privilege? (10)  Unless, of course, these crackkkers are 
complaining about Third World and oppressed peoples driving 
down their parasitically inflated wages, taking “their jobs”, or 
driving up the cost of “their” gasoline for their pick-up trucks 
and SUVs.  This is the “Amerikkka first” fascist agenda, not a 
progressive global justice one.  It is an agenda that the left-wing 
of parasitism keeps giving space to with their fantasies of a 
white-worker led revolution.  The common “left” narrative of 
strategy goes something like this:  Win the “90% against the 
10%”  in within country by country, rather than on a 
overarching global scale.  Treating every country, both in the 
First World and Third World, as if they all have progressive 
national majorities will only lead to disaster.  One can see where 
this white populist fantasy leads: to the teaCrackkkers and the 
goddamn minuteKlan.  To RAIM, this is NOT what democracy 
looks like… This is what DUMBokkkracy looks like.
 J. Sakai quotes ideological founder of fascism Benito 
Mussolini (11):
 [Mussolini understood] his need to put forward the 
most “left” face possible on his way to State power. Mussolini 
even spoke favorably about the spontaneous workers councils 
movement that was taking over factories and calling for anti-
capitalist revolution:
 “ No social transformation which is necessary is 
repugnant to me. Hence I accept the famous workers’ 
supervision of the factories and equally their cooperative social 

management; I only ask that there should be a clear conscience 
and technical capacity, and that production be increased. If this 
is guaranteed by the trade unions, instead of by the employers, 
I have no hesitation in saying that the former have the right to 
take the latter’s place.”
 Again, does today’s third position fascism sound more 
radical than that? Not hardly.

Never forget class struggle!
RAIM-S gives a clenched-fist salute to those John Browns of 
the global justice movement in their continued harassment of 
the imperialist states at the various international policy 
conferences around the world, including at the recent 
Copenhagen conference.  Never forget that First World “labor” 
is not the friend of the world’s exploited and oppressed.  Your 
real friends are the freedom fighters of the Third World 
proletariat who are landing the hardest blows against 
imperialism (12,13).

Fuck the AFL-CIA!   Up with the Third World!

Turn the World upside down!

Sources available at:

[http://raims.wordpress.com/2009/12/21/raim-seattle-on-the-
recent-wto-10-year-anniversary/]

RAIM-S on WTO cont



antagonists are Parker Selfridge 
(Giovanni Ribisi) Colonel Miles Quaritch 
(Stephen Lang). Parker Selfridge is the 
corporate suit who directs the mining 
operation. He is painted, even down to his 
last name, with the cliches of Amerikan 
corporate culture. He is self-centered, 
stupid, shallow, greedy. Similarly, his 
military right-hand, Colonel Miles, is 
portrayed as a typical Amerikan jar-head 
fascist. Unable to imagine anything 
beyond the small horizons of the military, 
the colonel is overly eager, even 
passionate, about destroying the Na’vi. 
These two represent the imperialists as a 
whole, both lack any redeeming qualities.  
By contrast, the Na’vi are a stand-in for 
all oppressed countries that battle for self-
determination. This is apparent in the 
portrayal of the Na’vi as having a 
characteristics of numerous oppressed 
peoples. The Na’vi inhabit a rain forest, 
like the First Nations of South America. 
The Na’vi are shown riding horse-like 
animals reminiscent of the First Nations 
of the North American prairies. They 
reside on vast quantities of “unobtainum,” 
like the oil beneath the Middle East. In 
addition, the Na’vi yell “war cries” that 
have a Middle Eastern or Arab ring. 
However, the Na’vi are not based on 
anthropological studies of real Indigenous 
peoples. Rather, the Na’vi are a White 
imagining of how Indigenous people are 
or should be. The worldview of the Na’vi 
is a mix  of new-age cliches, animism, 
and nature religion. The Na’vi are 
portrayed as happy and innocent 
communitarians who live in perfect 
harmony with nature. The Na’vi are a 
blue-skinned romanticization of 
Indigenous peoples, noble savages in 
space.
 Like similar “going native” plots, 
Avatar’s is centered on the White outsider 
as the hero who leads the natives to 
victory. Avatar has been criticized for 
placing a White hero at the center of the 
plot, as though the Na’vi, although 
righteous, are not capable of leading 
themselves. The Na’vi become extras in 
their own struggle, existing in the shadow 
of their great White hope.  Even so, 
making the main protagonist White 
creates a focus point for the 
predominantly White Amerikan audience 
to identify with. The experience of Jake in 

the film is suppose to mirror that of the 
White movie goer. This is by design. 
Director James Cameron comments:
     “We went down a path that 
cost several hundreds of thousands of 
Iraqi lives. I don’t think the American 
people even know why it was done. So 
it’s all about opening your eyes.”
 The leitmotif of eyes and seeing 
reoccurs throughout the movie. The Na’vi 
greeting is “I see you.” The film, very 
consciously, wants its audience to see the 
other. The hope is that the reactionary 
audience “goes native” with Jake. The 
hope is that the White viewer is provoked 
to become a Jake, a John Brown, a traitor 
to imperialism. However, this can only 
fail with respect to First World audiences 
as a whole. White and First World 
audiences bring all their reactionary, 
consumerist, imperialist baggage to the 
theater.  This kind of message never 
sticks for the vast majority of Amerikans 
and First World peoples. Even though 
Amerikans and First World peoples may 
be carried away with the story, even 
identifying momentarily with the Na’vi, 
at the end of the day, class, national, and 
gender interests prevail. Even if 
Amerikans can momentarily empathize 
with the protagonists of Avatar or Dances 
with Wolves, they still fall back into their 
roles as exploiters and oppressors. Even 
the most reactionary viewer, presumably, 
can be moved by a well-done, progressive 
movie. However, whatever solidarity they 
have extends only to the Indigenous 
peoples of a fiction, not those who 
populate the real world.
 Even though the Na’vi become 
reduced to extras alongside a White hero, 
the film slightly touches on the 
importance of outside intervention in 
struggles. Jake’s broader understanding 
of the enemy is a factor  in the eventual 
victory of the Na’vi. Unfortunately, this is 
the extent of the film’s examination of 
this topic. The revolutionary tradition has 
a long history of investigation of these 
topics. In fact, intervention by an 
“outsider” can be key in elevating a 
struggle from spontaneity and reformism 
to revolution. Mao observed that peasant 
revolutions had occurred many times in 
Chinese history. However, these 
uprisings did not destroy the old order. 
They just reproduced the old feudal mode 

of production only with new rulers. It is 
the intervention of vanguard leadership 
that allows the struggle to develop into 
one that truly destroys  the old and 
replaces it with the new. Lenin too made 
the point that trade unions by themselves 
do not go beyond reformism such as the 
struggle for wages and benefits, etc. 
Workers as workers cannot see beyond 
the limited horizons of trade union 
consciousness. It takes leadership to 
intervene from outside to inject 
revolutionary science into the worker’s 
struggle. Sights need to be raised so that 
the capitalist mode of production itself 
becomes questioned, so that communism 
becomes the goal. This requires a 
vanguard leadership that has a foot in 
both worlds, that is able to bring science 
to the foot soldiers of class struggle. Mao 
named this kind of intervention “the mass 
line.” It is an intervention that allows 
farsighted, communist demands to 
piggyback on shortsighted, immediate 
demands. It is a method of leadership 
whereby cadres intervene in narrow, 
spontaneous struggles of the masses.  As 
the Communist Party of Peru described 
“everywhere the Party goes, it solves 
problems.” In this process of intervention, 
cadre bring revolutionary science to the 
masses. Maoists abbreviate this process 
as “from the masses, to the masses.” 
Unfortunately, Avatar misses an excellent 
opportunity to examine these topics 
through the medium of the sci-fi film.
 Instead of revolutionary 
leadership, revolutionary line, being the 
principal factor in victory during the final 
battle, the film relies on a miracle to save 
the day. At the height of the battle 
between the Earth forces and the Na’vi, 
the Na’vi’s goddess answers their 
prayers. Their goddess sends all the 
animals of Pandora to join the battle 
against the imperialists. The deus ex 
machina tips the scales in favor of the 
Na’vi.  The awakening of the goddess is 
Pandora itself awakening to defend 
herself. Pandora itself is alive and 
conscious in a literal sense. In the world 
of the film, the new-age outlook of the 
Na’vi is revealed to be more scientific 
than science. However, in the real world, 
prayers to gods go unanswered. 
Revolutionary struggles cannot rely on 
planet’s defending themselves. In our 
world,  environmental struggles can only 
be carried out by organized people, not 
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gods or nature. Ultimately, Avatar opts for idealism over the 
materialism.
 Avater intersects with Lenin’s “revolutionary 
defeatism” and John Brown’s betrayal of Amerika. Lenin’s idea 
is that it is the task of revolutionaries in imperialist countries to 
work for the defeat of their own countries. Like Lenin, John 
Brown sought the defeat of his own country, Amerika, by 
leading an armed slave revolt. Jake’s is John Brown’s story with 
a happy ending. Whereas John Brown’s revolt ended in defeat 
with John Brown executed by hanging on December 2nd, 1859, 
Jake Sully’s fictional revolution is successful. And Avatar’s 
portrayal of this victory is more accurate than the fantasies of 
the First Worldist “left.” Unlike the First Worldist “left,” the 
film’s narration states that only a small minority of humans, the 
handful of scientists that fought with the Na’vi, will be allowed 
to remain on Pandora. The vast majority of humans are shown 
being marched at gunpoint into exile “to their dead world.” The 
film, in a realist moment, implies that the majority of the 
imperialist population is unredeemable. It is only a small 
minority that can be won over. The First Worldist turns this on 
its head. In the First Worldist fantasy world, the Na’vi ought to 
have sought to build solidarity with the Joe Shmos and jar-
heads rather than identifying all the occupiers as enemies to be 
dealt with through people’s war. Because there are no 
significant revolutionary classes in the First World, such First 

Worldist strategies have endlessly failed. First Worldism has 
only led to disaster for revolutionary movements. Because there 
is no social base for revolution in the First World, 
revolutionaries must adopt minoritarian, Jacobin strategies. The 
Weather Underground and similar trends in the 1960s and 
1970s, in their better moments, recognized the futility of 
expecting imperialist populations to give up their imperial 
privileges. Thus they saw their task as organizing the 
exceptions within the White population who were willing to go 
against their class, nation, and gender interests. Similarly, 
revolutionary anti-imperialists today seek to gather up and 
organize the anomalies in the First World , those who are 
willing to truly stand with the Third World. Avatar implicitly 
recognizes this truth. Thus the fictional world of James 
Cameron, with all its new-age mysticism and idealism, is more 
materialist in its outlook on class and nation than the First 
Worldist “left” with its all of its pseudo-Marxism.
 Avatar suffers from the general problems of many 
similar “going native” films. Like virtually all Hollywood films, 
it suffers from idealism and an inability to portray non-Whites 
as full subjects, in non-cliche terms. Nonetheless, its overt 
politics are a politics of anti-imperialism. Its flaws are 
outweighed by what it gets right. The story of John Brown is 
one that should be told, even if it is in outer space.
[http://monkeysmashesheaven.wordpress.com/2010/01/09/
movie-review-avatar-james-cameron-2009/]

(RAIM-Denver) On Tuesday, January 
12th, a 7.0 magnitude earthquake 
rocked the country of Haiti, its 
epicenter a mere fifteen miles from the 
country’s capital, Port-au-Prince. By 
that Thursday, 80,000 people were 
already buried in mass-graves and 
200,000 people were estimated to have 
perished. In the wake of the tremor, 
international aid has rushed to the small 
Caribbean country. The news of the 
massive earthquake and its human toll 
has overshadowed a larger crisis in 
Haiti: crushing poverty, widespread 
malnutrition and imperialist super-
exploitation.

A history of imperialism
 Haiti became the second 
independent republic in the Western 
Hemisphere after Black slaves rose up 
against their owners and then the 
French between 1791 and 1804. 
Quickly after defeating France, 
however, they were straddled with debt. 
Their former colonial masters 
demanded 130 million francs (later 
lowered to 90 million) in indemnity for 
the Haitian war of liberation. The newly 

consolidated Haitian government had 
no such funds and resorted to 
borrowing the first 30 million from the 
Bank of France at exorbitant interest 
rates. It would not be until after World 
War II that Haiti fully repaid debt 
accrued from its war of independence.
 During the Haitian Revolution, 
US President Thomas Jefferson initial 
offered military aid to the French, but 
backed out at the last minute. After 
Haiti attained independence, Jefferson 
signed a legislative bill barring trade 
between the two countries. The United 
States, a country with its own 
substantial Black-slave population, 
refused to recognize the new, Black 
republic for six decades in an attempt to 
stifle it.
 Haiti, one of the poorest 
countries in the Western Hemisphere, 
has also suffered the most imperialist 
meddling. Between 1849 and 1919 US 
troops were sent to the country 24 times 
to “protect American (sic) lives and 
property.” Throughout the 1960’s, 70’s 
and 80’s, the US supported ‘Papa’ and 
‘Baby Doc’ Duvalier as strong-men 

puppets in country. This ended after 
much conflict in 1990 when a reformer, 
Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was elected to 
the presidency.
 In 1991, Aristide was 
overthrown by a U.S.-backed military 
coup. As part of a compromise deal to 
return to power three years later, 
Aristide made a slew of concessions, 
including wholesale, IMF-sponsored 
structural adjustments and the 
occupation of the country by U.N. 
‘peacekeepers.’ Aristide began 
appealing to the international 
community regarding the plight of Haiti 
and Third World. Aristide was again 
ousted in 2004, Haiti’s bicentennial.
 Throughout this process, 
imperialism has tightened its squeeze 
on the Haitian masses. Prior to the 
1970’s and 80’s, Haiti was a moderately 
self-sufficient, agrarian society. Then, 
the IMF forced the Haitian state to cut 
tariffs on US imports of rice and other 
food commodities. Because US farms 
are heavily subsidized, a flood of cheap 
agricultural imports drove the Haitian 
masses off the land and [cont next page] 
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into the slums. Another major blow to 
Haitians came when international 
agencies persuaded the Haitian 
government that a pig acclimated to the 
island needed to be killed off and 
replaced. The native pig, which served 
as a hedge against starvation, needed 
little water or food, whilst the breed 
imported from Iowa needed clean 
water, shelter and feed daily, something 
the majority of Haitians couldn’t 
provide even for themselves. Thus, 
Haitians were deprived of their two 
traditional, staple foods and left at the 
whim of international food prices. 
Western-demanded privatizations have 
also swept Haiti in recent years, closing 
of country’s only flour mill and cement 
factory and furthering the Haitian 
masses’ dependence on an unfair, 
uncaring market. Despite so-called 
‘aid,’ foreign debt has crippled the 
Haitian economy. In 2003, for example, 
Haiti paid $57 million dollars to service 
foreign loans while receiving $39 
million from aid programs.

An ongoing disaster in Haiti
 During the Summer of 2008, it 
was reported that Haitians in the slums 
of Port-au-Prince began widely eating 
sun-baked mud pies. Food riots 
occurred the same year. An estimated 
three-quarters of the country lives on 
less than $2 a day. Over half the country 
subsists on less than a dollar a day.
 Cite Soleil, the shanty town 
adjacent to Port-au-Prince, is home to 
2-300,000 residents and is one of the 
largest slums in the Western 
Hemisphere. The residents, often the 
children of former farmers, are said to 
sleep in shifts for lack of space. Basic 
education is a privilege; illiteracy is on 
the rise. There is no welfare or 
economic safety-net in Haiti. Life 
expectancy in the country is around 52. 
Very little modern infrastructure exists.
 The Haitian masses are trapped 
in their miserable condition. Their 
border with the Dominican Republic is 
closed and the surrounding waters are 
patrolled by the US Coast Guard. 
Haitians caught on the water or 
‘illegally’ inside the US are forced back 
into the squalid conditions of their 
home country. Even after the quake, US 

military airplanes have broadcast a 
message over Haiti, telling residents to 
not flee the country. This stands in stark 
contrast to Cubans, who are deemed 
‘political refugees’ and given free 
residency status once inside the US.
 Most Haitians were unaware 
the possibility of a quake even existed. 
In 2008 however, Patrick Charles of 
Havana’s Geological Institute reported, 
“conditions are ripe for major seismic 
activity in Port-au-Prince. The 
inhabitants of the Haitian capital need 
to prepare themselves for an event 
which will inevitably occur….” “Thank 
God that science has provided 
instruments that help predict these type 
of events and show how we have 
arrived at these conclusions,” he added.
 Unfortunately, social 
conditions prevailed over science’s 
ability to predict and mitigate the 
human devastation caused by natural 
occurrences. The earthquake struck 
Haiti’s capital city just before 5 pm, 
rocking the imperialist-ravaged country 
at the peak of daily activity.

The response from the West
 Predictably, the response from 
the West, especially Amerikans, has 
been disgusting.
 Pat Robertson, a right-wing, 
Amerikan religious leader, said on his 
television show, the 700 Club, that the 
earthquake, along with Haiti’s poverty, 
was a punishment from god. According 
to Robertson, Haiti’s 18th-century 
rebels “signed a pact with the devil” in 
order to get free from the French. Racist 
to the extreme, Robertson has a daily 
television audience of 1 million viewers.
 Within the more mainstream of 
Amerikan society, the response has 
been similar but toned-down. ‘Why 
were so many Haitians killed? Can’t 
they build proper buildings? Now we 
have to help them, again? They really 
owe us now!’ Most Amerikans 
expressed a viewpoint which blames the 
victim; views them as ‘backwards’; 
offers ‘aid’ as part of the responsibility 
carried by ‘advanced’ countries; and 
expects ‘gratitude,’ i.e. unchallenged 
political and economic control of their 
country, in return. Amerikan 
broadcasters played into the view that 

Haitians are incapable of being 
anything besides poor and miserable. 
Associated Press, in one early story, 
quoted a man who was “wielding a 
broken wooden plank with nails to 
protect his bottle of rum.” Western 
media has sensationalized so-called 
looting while extolling the roll of the 
US military in the quake’s aftermath. 
Youth in “lawless” Haiti are said to be 
at risk of “sex trade, slavery and 
murder.” Reports tell of difficultly 
getting food to hungry Haitians due to 
civil disorder, as if such is somehow 
exceptional in a deeply impoverished, 
densely-populated city after a major 
earthquake. All of this paints a picture 
of Haitians as violent imbeciles whose 
misery is their own fault. This racist 
narrative ignores the two-centuries-long 
unnatural disaster that has crippled 
Haiti’s self-reliance, including Haiti’s 
institutions’ ability to respond.

US take-over and imperialist 
penetration

 By January 24th, 20,000 US 
troops arrived to ‘save’ Haiti. As part of 
the first act of the relief effort, the US 
military seized the airport in Port-au-
Prince, one of the few in the country. 
Thereafter, the US has controlled all 
air-traffic in and out of the capital.
 Thus far the US has assumed a 
de facto governing role in Haiti, with 
the Dept. of Defense, the State Dept., 
and USAID taking the lead. Of the 
20,000 US troops in Haiti, over half are 
stationed off the coast, a virtual 
blockade meant to prevent Haitians 
from taking to the waters in an expected 
wave of migration.
 Some commentators have 
called it an occupation. Some have 
condemned the security-style tactics, 
such as shooting live rounds into the air 
and pointing M16s at crowds. Others 
have noted the impediment to relief 
efforts the massive troop presence is 
causing. Journalists and Haiti-advocate, 
Kim Ives, explained:
 “Watching the scene in front of 
the General Hospital yesterday said it 
all. Here were people who were going 
in and out of the hospital bringing food 
to their loved ones in there or needing to 
go to the hospital, and there were a 



bunch of Marine[s]—of US 82nd 
Airborne soldiers in front yelling in 
English at this crowd. They didn’t know 
what they were doing. They were 
creating more chaos rather than 
diminishing it. It was a comedy, if it 
weren’t so tragic.”
 One thing that can’t be missed 
is the near-hegemonic role the US has 
played in the so-called relief and 
recovery effort. Despite the good 
intentions of some individuals, 
intervention in Haiti is part of a larger 
strategy for imperialism.
 One influential group, the 
right-wing Heritage Foundation, noted 
early-on how the crisis could be used to 
further Amerikan interests. “In addition 
to providing immediate humanitarian 
assistance, the US response to the tragic 
earthquake in Haiti offers opportunities 
to reshape Haiti’s long-dysfunctional 
government and economy as well as to 
improve the public image of the United 
States in the region,” it stated in a draft 
report.
 Thus far imperialism has 
rushed in and already pulled off a 
number of PR stunts.
 First, Obama granted 
temporary amnesty to Haitians 
scheduled for deportation from the US, 
after it was demanded by advocacy 
groups. Likewise, it was reported early 
on, perhaps erroneously, that the US-
controlled IMF demanded wage freezes 
and rises in electricity prices as part of 
an emergency 100 million dollar loan 
package. Later, the IMF came out with 
a statement, declaring that the $100 
million loan would be interest and 
condition-free. Managing director of 
the fund, Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
went even further by saying, “the most 
important thing is that the IMF is now 
working with all donors to try to delete 
all the Haitian debt, including our new 
loan. If we succeed–and I’m sure we 
will succeed–even this loan will turn 
out to be finally a grant, because all the 
debt will have been deleted.”
 The IMF’s statement should be 
seen for what it is: imperialist 
doublespeak. While imperialism, 
especially Amerikan imperialism, is 

promising to help Haiti, the real 
intention is to help itself.
 Under the imperialist system, 
‘aid’ is almost exclusively used as a 
political weapon. Aid packages and 
loans often come with strings, such as 
the freezing of wages and rises in prices 
for public services, among other things. 
When Washington’s edicts are not 
followed, aid money to poor countries 
is withheld and instead given to 
opposition groups, as was the case in 
Haiti after Aristide was reelected in 
2000. Additionally, ‘aid’ rarely makes 
it to those it is professed to serve. 84% 
of US aid money to the Third World 
returns to the US economy in the form 
of contracts, wages, consulting fees and 
payments for goods. Of the remaining 
16%, an unknown amount is pocketed 
by the recipient country’s goonish 
puppet-elite.
 Recently, the United Snakes 
has been touting investment in Haiti. 
Twice in 2009, Bill Clinton, acting on 
behalf of the UN, made high-profile 
visits to Haiti. In one trip, Clinton gave 
150 investors a tour of potential 
investment sites in the country. Prior to 
this, Clinton visited with UN General 
Secretary, Ban-Ki Mon, who said 
during a press conference the country 
must do more to attract investment. 
However, this investment is of a narrow 
type, as illustrated by a post-earthquake 
opinion piece in the Ottawa Citizen:
 “[Regarding 'rebuilding' and 
'development' plans,] [t]he Haitian 
government has singled out tourism, 
“export processing zones” (EPZs) and 
agriculture as sectors that hold promise 
and should be supported. But donors 
seem to be placing the bulk of their faith 
in EPZs, or expanding the textile 
industry.”
 Facing a ‘financial crisis,’ US 
imperialism likely sees the Haitian 
earthquake as an opportunity to ratchet 
up and expand exploitation in the 
country. Food sustainability and 
commercial agriculture for Haitians is 
not profitable for imperialism and will 
not be promoted as part of imperialist 
‘development’ schemes.
 Impetus will be given to legal 
‘reforms,’ new building construction 

and infrastructure development. 
However, such will not be geared to the 
benefit of the people of Haiti, but rather 
those who control the Haitian economy: 
imperialists and a small comprador 
class. Infrastructure and ‘development’ 
will expand imperialism’s exploitation 
of the country and perhaps convert the 
country’s north shore into a resort 
destination for the exclusive use of 
Western vacationers. For the bulk of 
Haiti’s population though, conditions 
will not change. Though a few new 
sweatshop jobs may come to the 
country, most Haitians will continue to 
rely on small-scale agriculture, the 
informal sector and remittances from 
abroad for daily survival.

Recent resistance in Haiti
 Since the mid-90’s, resistance 
to continual imperialist meddling and 
economic strangulation amongst 
Haitians has coalesced under former 
president Jean-Bertrand Aristide and 
the Fanmi Lavalas [Avalanche Family] 
party.
 While president of Haiti, 
Aristide used Fanmi Lavalas and other 
independent institutions to provide 
services to and render support from the 
poor, especially where the Haitian 
state’s hands were tied by US-
sponsored trade agreements. Chief 
among Aristide’s plans for Haiti was a 
more democratic productive and 
distributive method within the 
grassroots and informal sector, those 
areas which imperialism and the 
Haitian state had the least control over.
 Though Aristide was supported 
by the masses of Haiti, he never 
prepared them to struggle against 
inevitable imperialist suppression. His 
politics and program were heavily 
tinged with liberalism: an inability to 
make and follow through with clear 
distinctions. In a very real sense, he 
wanted to have it both ways. He wanted 
to be both a legitimate statesman within 
the imperialist system as well as 
someone leading progressive social 
change within Haiti. This, in addition to 
his pacifist tendencies, left himself and 
his supporters vulnerable to attacks.
 Aristide’s liberalism was 
perhaps best expressed as he looked for 



allies in Haiti’s struggle against 
imposed poverty. Rather than building 
alliances on the basis of clear common 
interest, i.e. with those countries also 
struggling under IMF-imposed debt and 
unfair trade deals, Aristide spent a 
considerable amount of time appealing 
to rich countries. Rather than 
championing and joining in solidarity 
with those being attacked and 
threatened by the imperialism globally, 
he formed a government-in-exile inside 
the US after his first ouster. In Eyes of 
the Heart, a short book published in 
2000, he made a moral case against 
modern globalization; attempting to 
expose the plight of Haitians to Western 
audiences in a non-threatening way.
 The logical result of Aristide’s 
misguided politics came in 2004, an 
election year. The US-funded 
opposition made allegations of fraud 
and labeled Aristide a dictator. They 
staged acts of civil unrest and launched 
a rebellion which threatened to 
violently overtake the capital, 
prompting the US to “restore 
democracy,” i.e. kidnap Aristide and fly 
him to Africa as part of a coup d’etat. 
Since Aristide’s ouster, Fanmi Lavalas 
has been banned from running in 
elections, branded “violent, pro-
Aristide gangs” and subject to 
repression. The small gains Haitians 
made during Aristide’s short stints as 
president have been reversed. For all his 
internationally-directed appeals, they 
went unheard and ignored in the West. 
When he was overthrown a second time 
by the US, there was no outcry from the 
Western “masses.”
 What is revealed here is that the 
struggle for Third World liberation is a 
political-military one. In this regard, 
Aristide’s strategy failed the Haitian 
masses, leaving them to languish under 
the jackboot of imperialism.
 It also reveals the saliency of 
class in today’s world. The illusionary 
‘morality’ of the First World is not 
reliable in any effective sense. Any 
‘progressive movement’ within 
Amerika is overstated, largely for 
propaganda purposes. Generally, First 
Worlders are exploiter enemies of the 
Third World masses.

Anti-imperialist alternative
 One thing should be clear: the 
disaster that’s befallen Haiti is not 
natural. It is the result of an economic 
system, a class system which actively 
benefits a minority of humanity at the 
expense of the majority.
 There are two ideas at the core 
of this. First, Haitians are far from alone 
in their plight. They are one small part 
of the exploited masses of the world. 
Second, it will take more than reforms 
or even revolution in a single country to 
relieve its people of the capitalist-
imperialist threat eternally. It will take 
a global revolution- an uprising of the 
exploited Third World masses against 
imperialism, its agents and supporters- 
to end this system forever.
 The idea that a cataclysmic, 
global revolution will be unleashed 
upon the world is millenarian. Because 
of this, the Revolutionary Anti-
Imperialist Movement (RAIM) 
supports various forces actively 
opposing imperialism throughout the 
Third World. We support a united front 
against imperialism, i.e. unity between 
forces resisting imperialism in 
individual countries.
 Revolutionaries push for 
widespread social transformation. 
While it is important to accept and 
support reforms when they are on the 
table, revolutionaries must also defend 
reforms from attacks and organize to 
transform society on a more widespread 
basis. Society must be revolutionized 
on all levels, including the adoption of 
a foreign policy based on revolutionary 
internationalism and not narrow state 
interests. Revolutionaries the world 
over must make clear distinctions and 
have a clear strategy; not cloud up the 
picture with liberalism, uninhibited 
moralism and unwarranted reverence 
for the First World. Above all, 
revolutionaries are anti-imperialists and 
see their own struggle as global in scope.

Which way from here
 The lack of a revolutionary or 
popular democratic movement in Haiti 
places it in great disadvantage vis-a-vis 
imperialist penetration and 
restructuring in the aftermath of the 
recent earthquake. As it looks, the 

living conditions in Haiti will be hellish 
for some time.
 However, from this ongoing 
disaster, Haitians and the global masses 
have the opportunity to learn from and 
reject the errors of Haiti’s most recent 
struggles. As revolutionaries, we also 
have an obligation to study and learn 
from what is happening in the world, 
presenting our findings with utmost 
clarity to the Third World masses and 
those who might be their allies. In the 
First World, we have an obligation to 
agitate for and meaningfully support the 
united front, using our own bourgeois 
privilege when expedient. In the Third 
World, revolutionaries must 
incorporate these lessons into their 
struggle, so as to not repeat the same 
mistakes.
 While doctors and food may 
help in this time of emergency, they are 
hardly long-term solutions to the 
problems inherent in capitalist-
imperialism. The best form of relief for 
Haiti would be a global, anti-imperialist 
movement. Unlike the US-dominated 
‘recovery’ effort, a successful, class-
conscious movement on the part of 
exploited Haitians and the Third World 
masses is the only thing capable of truly 
saving Haiti.
[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2010/02/
04/earthquake-strikes-haiti-
imperialism-is-a-disaster/]

Happy V-Day, from RAIM


